DATAStories

Welcome to the Department of Rail and Public Transportation’s Data Stories, and thank you for
signing up! This monthly series aims to find the narrative in data DRPT collects and uses,
highlighting Virginia’s rail and transit community. This month, Data Stories introduces a new
feature on DRPT’s website — Our Story — as well as highlights our geospatial data portals!

DRPT is consistently working to improve how we present our data and tell our story. One
example that embodies just that goal is the newest feature on DRPT's website: Our Story. Our
Story brings together the inspiring impact of DRPT's work with the dynamism

of data visualization software to create a compelling StoryMap that tells DRPT's story, from
internal administration and funding, to grants, studies, and every program and project in
between.


https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdrpt.virginia.gov%2Four-story%2F/1/0101019639525514-02faa18f-a703-496f-a446-3e35a588be15-000000/l3xVzyxEJap9AIZzJhOpHD9mu5H72uskPCdj0U9p9vo=400
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdrpt.virginia.gov%2Four-story%2F/2/0101019639525514-02faa18f-a703-496f-a446-3e35a588be15-000000/34LDiTqfwK-YPb0UzJqgfQ3XmCvahi3tX4BIToCqeEk=400

Our Story

Our Story provides an overview of DRPT using the ArcGIS StoryMap format (more about GIS
later). Our Story covers who DRPT is, our Administration and Funding, and our Public Transit
and Rail partners, as well as highlighting rail and transit successes in FY 2024. To view Our
Story, click here or on the image above to visit the website.

StoryMaps are an improvement over a static PDF, allowing the viewer to interact with the
story, easily sort through sections, and, in some instances, filter for certain

information. Additionally, StoryMaps better visualize the funding for rail and transit in Virginia,
which flows through a complex formula and grant-prioritization process. DRPT has

employed StoryMaps as a more accessible and enjoyable way to view strategic plans, financial
programs, and to visualize data. DRPT’s 2022 Statewide Rail Plan and 2022 Coordinated Human
Services Mobility Plan both used this format.

GIS and DRPT

Geographic Information Systems (GIS) are software systems that can analyze and display
geographic information, most often through a map. As the Commonwealth’s agency

for promoting rail and transit, DRPT collects, maintains, and publishes a significant amount of
geographic information. This section highlights a select few DRPT GIS dashboards on the
Open Data Portal:

SMART SCALE is Virginia’s funding prioritization project for major transportation capital
projects. SMART SCALE, which is managed by the Office of Intermodal Planning and
Investment, funds more than just rail or public transit projects. However, DRPT plays a crucial
role in the review and scoring of SMART SCLAE projects. To that end, DRPT manages and
maintains the SMART SCALE dashboard specifically designed for tracking the progress of transit
and rail projects.



https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdrpt.virginia.gov%2Four-story%2F/3/0101019639525514-02faa18f-a703-496f-a446-3e35a588be15-000000/GhGPDLPAyr3wI6Rwkxn7nkWzzKjRUSso21jPKvy6fak=400
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdrpt.virginia.gov%2Four-story%2F/4/0101019639525514-02faa18f-a703-496f-a446-3e35a588be15-000000/jKLTzOp9tRzRZaHexSr8Q4K0sEk06EC1qyzsyJkx3g8=400
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fstorymaps.arcgis.com%2Fcollections%2Ff83c1618157b45388bc794dde93d0f81%3Fitem=3/1/0101019639525514-02faa18f-a703-496f-a446-3e35a588be15-000000/-q3e_D1jrpIkRAfIi7NmdTHbfGXF-I3-wMdtQ52s_YQ=400
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fstorymaps.arcgis.com%2Fcollections%2F5d81ef00bc65448392d73fe865ff1da0/1/0101019639525514-02faa18f-a703-496f-a446-3e35a588be15-000000/j9KmnYS9ivoRK2CFiEFoDC24AvUhX3aF4WqmnJhW2y0=400
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fstorymaps.arcgis.com%2Fcollections%2F5d81ef00bc65448392d73fe865ff1da0/1/0101019639525514-02faa18f-a703-496f-a446-3e35a588be15-000000/j9KmnYS9ivoRK2CFiEFoDC24AvUhX3aF4WqmnJhW2y0=400
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdrpt.virginia.gov%2Fdata%2Fsmart-scale%2F/1/0101019639525514-02faa18f-a703-496f-a446-3e35a588be15-000000/PrOFyiVVudvEgRjVpPDtwqD71SvmkN2oRwNq6FYaLDU=400
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DRPT is charged with serving as the statewide rail planning agency, guiding the future of both
freight and passenger rail projects across the Commonwealth. In addition to
capturing gathered by DRPT’s three rail grant programs (Rail Preservation,

FREIGHT, and Rail Industrial Access), DRPT’s rail planning team develops rail dashboards to plan
for the future of rail, including maps of Virginia’s rail network infrastructure and
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Perhaps the most important rail-GIS software-based product is the

The Virginia Statewide Rail Plan provides long-term guidance for Virginia’s transportation
leadership, ensuring that the Commonwealth’s rail needs for people, communities, and
commerce are addressed, policies for future rail investments are consistent, the public is



https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdrpt.virginia.gov%2Fdata%2Fexperience-virginia-statewide-rail-and-crossings%2F/1/0101019639525514-02faa18f-a703-496f-a446-3e35a588be15-000000/c-OX551x3ZuejeQAkrt2SZkO6m63cJm7C7MDNcuorO4=400
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdrpt.virginia.gov%2Fdata%2Fperformance-measures%2Frail-performance-data-dashboard%2F/1/0101019639525514-02faa18f-a703-496f-a446-3e35a588be15-000000/xjjizibtGndSSXabBZ3QOO7-Sz9eBPLkDPEmWpLxubA=400
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdrpt.maps.arcgis.com%2Fapps%2Fdashboards%2F6105c037001f451199b19c3bfd8c470d/1/0101019639525514-02faa18f-a703-496f-a446-3e35a588be15-000000/gQbW6kO8m_U5v_n1V5CLOth-o-Pd5_hKbGJrKpKe6WI=400
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fgis-drpt.opendata.arcgis.com%2Fapps%2F984f5234e49248939feac0805825d6bb%2Fexplore/1/0101019639525514-02faa18f-a703-496f-a446-3e35a588be15-000000/2PKRyl-dOMvOMTB9-tiKoYU226ONmt3ntUaA1rs5kYY=400
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fgis-drpt.opendata.arcgis.com%2Fapps%2F984f5234e49248939feac0805825d6bb%2Fexplore/1/0101019639525514-02faa18f-a703-496f-a446-3e35a588be15-000000/2PKRyl-dOMvOMTB9-tiKoYU226ONmt3ntUaA1rs5kYY=400
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdrpt.virginia.gov%2Fdata%2F2022-virginia-statewide-rail-plan%2F/1/0101019639525514-02faa18f-a703-496f-a446-3e35a588be15-000000/Z5BNAiJTMzNoSu0ssi5LPcAh1KQHNpm8wxl82srMzfk=400
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdrpt.virginia.gov%2Fdata%2Fsmart-scale%2F/2/0101019639525514-02faa18f-a703-496f-a446-3e35a588be15-000000/Hr1P_ZQ9yJSoxxX0QjbeL9XXeVzqouBeX09vZChVev4=400
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdrpt.virginia.gov%2Fdata%2Fvirginia-rail-infrastructure-application%2F/1/0101019639525514-02faa18f-a703-496f-a446-3e35a588be15-000000/-wZaFo5YKz-Tqbf9Wvx_bTt6zAgNFMAyxL30uqQaUEw=400

educated on current rail issues, and that rail transportation continues to be a safe, economical,
and environmentally friendly mode choice. The Virginia Statewide Rail Plan, most importantly,
guides the vision for the improvement for rail and transit in Virginia.

5.

DRPT gathers and presénts a range of information on Virginia’s public transit network and
operators. In addition to non-geospatial transit data, such as transit ridership, DRPT publishes
Virginia’s and areas.

The Statewide transit data dashboard use data to
keep an up-to-date record of where Virginia’s transit providers operate fixed route and
demand-response public transit and visualize this complex information into an interactive
map. Fun fact: apps like Google Maps use GTFS data to plan trips!



https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdrpt.virginia.gov%2Fdata%2Fstatewide-transit%2F/1/0101019639525514-02faa18f-a703-496f-a446-3e35a588be15-000000/Ere2ftJ2G0IXBp6omHF1gYXkFyLOtWSYV1N0n8A6uys=400
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdrpt.virginia.gov%2Fdata%2Fstatewide-transit%2F/2/0101019639525514-02faa18f-a703-496f-a446-3e35a588be15-000000/r9x2IW0GzWIU97xK2zCZ1KmkvhUSBvKkTGWxj4q-73A=400
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdrpt.virginia.gov%2Fdata%2Fcap-areas%2F/1/0101019639525514-02faa18f-a703-496f-a446-3e35a588be15-000000/DXOZd8O54esRKjd384mWVkEAk2v1cI7QMqb9R4AlOTw=400
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdrpt.virginia.gov%2Fdata%2Fgtfs-feed-clearinghouse%2F/1/0101019639525514-02faa18f-a703-496f-a446-3e35a588be15-000000/YoHCsevbSKAjMkoGa_21xqCJNCcuw2UmTj5g7BS2kdA=400
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Commuter Assistance Programs are regional commuter services that increase carpool or
vanpool services. DRPT’s provide operating and

project assistance funding to support the establishment and operation of

carpools. The visualizes CAP service areas,
many of which include organized local carpools and vanpools funded through DRPT’s

CAP grants.

Commuter Assistance Programs in Virginia



https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdrpt.virginia.gov%2Four-grant-programs%2Fcap%2F/1/0101019639525514-02faa18f-a703-496f-a446-3e35a588be15-000000/MoZc7UVl581uFc-SNBnmQResMWNPeLBxtk2hEEso--k=400
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fgis-drpt.opendata.arcgis.com%2Fapps%2F34a986dba00d407ba96d7886bd881195%2Fexplore/1/0101019639525514-02faa18f-a703-496f-a446-3e35a588be15-000000/O_O0ILPUpruBOQclFDCebVXC87O9iH3SivyXsCbAOWM=400

Our Story, Our Mission

The DRPT website’s newest addition, Our Story, is the latest innovative feature aimed at
promoting DRPT’s compelling story and valuable contribution, and enhances the customer
experience. Our Story aims to promote transparency, informing the public, stakeholders,
members of Virginia’s government, and the transportation community of DRPT’s mission,
vision, and goals. DRPT’s geographic data inform not only the future of rail and public transit in
Virginia, but also serve as an important resource for the public today.

You’ve read the Data Story—now get the whole scoop!
Say hello to The Loop!

It’s your all-access pass to DRPT’s latest projects, events, and behind-the-scenes fun.
Don’t miss out—subscribe now and stay in The Loop!

DRPT Connects

DRPT’s mission is to connect and improve the quality of life for all Virginians with
innovative transportation solutions. Our vision is a connected Commonwealth with an

integrated multimodal network that serves every person, every business, and every need.
DRPT’s Six-Year Improvement Program provides funding for rail and public transportation
initiatives across the Commonwealth, enabling Virginia’s rail and public transportation
network to thrive. Did someone forward this email to you? Sign up to get
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https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fpublic.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FVADRPT%2Fsignup%2F46074/1/0101019639525514-02faa18f-a703-496f-a446-3e35a588be15-000000/187WPGVopr9eUUWYIghS4N7G1HDgjb-kQnR_umkJ4RQ=400
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fpublic.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FVADRPT%2Fsignup%2F46074/2/0101019639525514-02faa18f-a703-496f-a446-3e35a588be15-000000/X_j5GyuxT2aWHeTIJdJsDt15BA_7lJ4gp3d500KgM2k=400
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fpublic.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FVADRPT%2Fsignup%2F44020/1/0101019639525514-02faa18f-a703-496f-a446-3e35a588be15-000000/6crkGi_H85tRF4ncQR3P_hbGxQ1ZYI5bcmDf43IApVA=400
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fpublic.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FVADRPT%2Fsignup%2F44020/1/0101019639525514-02faa18f-a703-496f-a446-3e35a588be15-000000/6crkGi_H85tRF4ncQR3P_hbGxQ1ZYI5bcmDf43IApVA=400
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Fcontent.govdelivery.com%252Faccounts%252FVADRPT%252Fbulletins%252F3d0566a%2F1%2F01010195194095dd-1cd7dde8-5fa1-48b3-9823-43c653293a3a-000000%2FgntaPBQnM5wNkoFBGr204vzTODJPydP3AwqhjFw-5OE=392/1/0101019639525514-02faa18f-a703-496f-a446-3e35a588be15-000000/gBSRT1SwUIaaN_upJrZc17O9xQXObJoRfQKFPAcxb-g=400

